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Project specifications

= Survey of 900 drop-off voters, including an oversample of 200 unmarried
women. Drop-off voters are defined as 2008 voters who also voted in 2004, but not
in 2006, based on vote history in voter lists. Voters too young to vote in 2004 or 2006
were included in this survey, but further screened so that those claiming to be
“absolutely certain” to vote in 2010 were terminated. !

= This survey was commissioned by Democracy Corps, Women’s Voices. Women
Vote, and Women’s Voices. Women Vote Action Fund.

= This is a survey of the senate and gubernatorial battleground. Because senators and
governors represent a single entity, the sample was not drawn proportionately based
on population, so, for example, we completed as many interviews in lowa as in
California.

— The gubernatorial battleground includes Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Hawaii, lowa,
Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, New Mexico, New York, Nevada, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island
and Wisconsin.

— The senate battleground includes Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, lllinois,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Missouri, North Carolina, New Hampshire, Nevada, Ohio and
Pennsylvania.

1 Women’s Voices. Women Vote is a nonpartisan group dedicated to educating historically under-represented groups--
particularly unmarried women-- about the importance of civic engagement. WVWYV conducts voter registration and
voter information programs, and develops techniques for civic participation, to facilitate greater involvement by these

groups.
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Main Findings

» Among Rising American Electorate—under 30, people of color, unmarried
women—progressive margins jump to at least 25 points at all levels.

o Overall, only 42 percent of drop off voters say they are almost certain to
vote in 2010—rate their likelihood to vote a ten out of ten--compared to 68
percent in a national survey of likely voters taken earlier this year.

o Self-reported voting behavior is a poor reflection of reality. Seventy percent
of voters who have no 2006 vote history say they voted in 2006.
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Main Findings (cont.)

o Participants are more likely to believe their state is off on the wrong track
than the country and evidence emerges suggesting local issues can play as
important a role in turn out as national issues.

» Most volunteered reasons for not voting reflect a candid self-assessment of
competence; lack of information seems to inhibit voting.

o Sometimes the means may matter as much as the message. In GOTV
messaging, the second most powerful argument stressed the relative ease
of voting with mail in ballots and early voting procedures.

o “Old school” outreach still has a role to play here. Asked to recall how they
were contacted in 2008, drop-off voters are more likely to mention campaign
mail, phones and television than social networking sites or e-mail.
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Understanding Drop-Off Voters
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Drop off Voters Disproportionately Younger, Unmarried

Likely RAE Drop-off Likely RAE Drop-off

Voters* Drop-off Voters Voters* Drop-off Voters
GENDER Race
Men 48 34 44 .
Women 52 66 56 e ~ 61 v
AGE ﬁ';:g";‘igan 12 16 9
18-29 15 49 |
30-39 15 9 16 Latino 8 14 8
40-49 21 14 20 Other 2 8 5
50-64 28 15 21
65+ 19 12 12
EDUCATION MARITAL
HS or Less 25 29 29 Marr Men 30 11 25
Some Coll 29 36 33 Marr Women 31 11 25
Coll Grad 45 34 37

Unmar Men 17 23 19

Unmar
Women 21 & @
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Self-Reported Voting Behavior Highly Suspect

As you know, there was an election for Congress and other
about you? Were you able to vote or for some reason were you unable to vote?

Don’t remember

Did not vote

14

Ineligible/
Too 11
young
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Rising American Electorate at Greater Risk of Dropping Out

Many voters make it a habit to vote in elections for President, but do not always get a chance to vote in years when
there is no campaign for President and only offices like Congress, U.S. Senate and Governor are on the ballot. | know
it is a long way off, but what are the chances that you will vote in the elections in 2010 for Congress and other offices,
on a scale of 1 to 10, where 10 means you are absolutely certain to vote and 1 means you are certain not to vote?

: — M1-9 or DK on likelihood
of voting on 10 point
63 scale

Total
RAE
Non-RAE 47
18-29 Year Olds 83
Unmarried Women 04
uxe
46

0 60 80 100
Women's Voices. Women Vote
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Historical Trends: Turnout Percent in Off-year Elections

House +63 Rep +7 Dem +6 Rep +28 Dem

Change -

==@=== Turnout Percent

37 37.1
—
36.5 36.4
1990 1994 1998 2002 2006
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Local Mood i1s Major Dynamic
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Mood Driven by Local Events

Do you think that things in this country are going in the Do you think that things in [your state] are going in the
right direction, or do you feel things have gotten pretty right direction, or do you feel things have gotten pretty
seriously off on the wrong track? seriously off on the wrong track?

60 60

13
40 40
20 20

OI—I—I

Right direction Wrong track

Right direction Wrong track
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Gubernatorial Battleground Particularly Disgruntled

Do you think that things in [your state] are going in the right direction, or do you feel things have gotten pretty
seriously off on the wrong track?

&

53
40
36
20
0 . |

Right direction Wrong track
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Drop-off Voters Believe they are More Affected by Local Cuts
than National Stimulus

Now |I"m going to read you some pairs of statements. As |
or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own view, even if neither is exactly right:

First Statement: Cuts to the state budget will directly
affect me.

First Statement: The economic recovery package passed
by Congress directly affects me.

Second Statement: Cuts to the state budget will not
directly affect me.

Second Statement: The economic recovery package
passed by Congress does not directly affect me.

54
42
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RAE Leads Health Care Change Among Drop-Off

Now |I"m going to read you some pairs of
or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own view, even if neither is exactly right:

statements. As |

First Statement. Changing our healthcare system will
reduce costs for family and businesses

Second Statement: Changing our healthcare system will
not reduce costs for families and businesses

First Statement: I'm worried if we DO NOT change our
current healthcare system we will be stuck with a broken
system with higher and higher costs

Second Statement: I'm worried if we DO change our current
healthcare system, it will create a massive government
program that will reduce choices and increase taxes.

First Statement ~ Second Statement  First - Non RAE  Second -Non RAE First - RAE Second - RAE  First- Non RAE  Second - Non
RAE RAE RAE
Women's Voices. Women Vote
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Turning Out Drop-Off Voters
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In 2008, Drop-off Voters Believe Their Vote Mattered

Why did you take the time to vote in the 2008

election?
Civic 36
. . Right/Privilege 10
able american candidate  cicouy 10
change citizen cuic ol :
. Responsibility 6
coun try difference d u ty e leC £10N | rasioticamercan 3
gOing Everyone should vote 3
* Voting Matters 35
] m po rt a n t mccain Voting is important 19
. . Voice my opinion 7
needed obama office ... president =™
) ] or America/the future 5
presidential privilege responsibility e p— 5
VOi ce VOti ng W] n Voting makes a difference 2
Anti Bush/Change 17
The Candidates 11
Issues 4
Women's Voices. Women Vote Neutral/Other/Not sure 15
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Main Reason for Dropping out is Lack of Information

| know it is a long way off, but what are the chances that you will
vote in the elections in 2010 for Congress and other offices, on
a scale of 1 to 10, where 10 means you are absolutely certain to
vote and 1 means you are certain not to vote?

(IF 6 OR LESS) Why are you less than
certain about voting in the 2010 elections?

Only vote in Presidential 17

10 out of 10 May be absent/dead 15
412 Don't know the candidates

Don't know the issues

Disaffected

Will vote

Not as important

Less advertising

Too far away

@(JOO\JU'I\IOO@

Other
Not sure/Refused 16
- Page 17| Greenberg Quinlan Rosner
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Sometimes Means Matter More than Message

Now | am going to read you a series of statements that might motivate people to vote in 2010. As | read each
statement, please tell me whether you find that statement very convincing, somewhat convincing, a little convincing or
not at all convincing.

More likely

Ll shifters

It is now easier than ever to vote; many states allow people to mail in their
ballot or vote early, without having to stand in line. There is no excuse to 62 o7
not vote in 2010.

Right now in state capitols throughout the country, governors and state
legislators are cutting critical programs like health care, education and
. . . 44 50
student loans to balance the budget; we need to vote in the next election
to protect the programs that help people most in need.

Even the President can not make the changes we need by himself; Barack

Obama needs the support of Democratic governors, senators and

congressmen to help pass his agenda and change this nation's economy, 41 44
health care system and energy program. We need to vote in 2010 to give

the President the allies he needs to change the country.

Women's Voices. Women Vote
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Sometimes Means Matter More than Message (cont.)

Now | am going to read you a series of statements that might motivate people to vote in 2010. As | read each
statement, please tell me whether you find that statement very convincing, somewhat convincing, a little convincing or
not at all convincing.

Total Mor(_e likely
shifters

When the Republicans controlled the government, the economy lost jobs, 2.6 million last
year alone, and we started an unnecessary war in Irag. Now they want to reverse Obama's 33 40
investments in the economy, health care, the environment and education. We need to
protect the gains we made in 2008 and vote in 2010.
President Obama is making real changes in this country. He has made badly needed
investments that have begun to turn the economy around and already created or saved 33 36

150,000 jobs, with millions more to come, moved to reform health care and started getting
our troops out of Iraqg. All of this is at risk unless people exercise their right to vote in 2010.
Real changes are starting to take place in this country. We have made badly needed
investments that have begun to turn the economy around and already created or saved
150,000 jobs, with millions more to come, moved to reform health care and started getting 31 35
our troops out of Iraq. All of this is at risk unless people exercise their right to vote in 2010.

So far nearly every Republican in Congress has voted down the line against President
Obama's stimulus package, budget and other needed changes. We cannot give them
additional seats in Congress to block what needs to get done; we need to vote in 2010 to
protect the gains we made in 2008.

23 29
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ldentity Politics also Powerful Among RAE Voters

Now | am going to read you a series of statements that might motivate people to vote in 2010. As | read each
statement, please tell me whether you find that statement very convincing, somewhat convincing, a little convincing or
not at all convincing.

Total

(ASK IF AFRICAN AMERICAN) In 2004, 9 million African Americans did not vote and
the nation elected George Bush; in 2008, turn out increased among African Americans
and we elected Barack Obama; African Americans have the power to change the this
country, but need to continue that change in 2010.

(ASK IF BORN IN 1979 OR LATER IN "AGE") In 2004, 21 million young people did not
vote and the nation elected George Bush; in 2008, turn out increased among young 50
people and we elected Barack Obama; young people have the power to change this

country, but need to continue that change in 2010.

(ASK IF HISPANIC) In 2004, eight and a half million Hispanic and Latino Americans did

not vote and the nation elected George Bush; in 2008, turn out increased among

70

Hispanic and Latino Americans and we elected Barack Obama; Hispanic and Latino 49
Americans have the power to change the this country, but need to continue that change

in 2010

(ASK IF FEMALE AND UNMARRIED) In 2004, 20 million unmarried women did not vote

and the nation elected George Bush; in 2008, turn out increased among unmarried 42

women and we elected Barack Obama; single women people have the power to change
the this country, but need to continue that change in 2010.
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Messaging Produced Significant Gains in Self-reported Vote Intentions

Many voters make it a habit to vote in elections for President, but do not always get a chance to vote in years when
there is no campaign for President and only offices like Congress, U.S. Senate and Governor are on the ballot. | know
it is a long way off, but what are the chances that you will vote in the elections in 2010 for Congress and other offices,
on a scale of 1 to 10, where 10 means you are absolutely certain to vote and 1 means you are certain not to vote?

|
60 |
M 10outof10 )
m8or9 |

i I I

Initial Total Final Total ' Initial RAE Final RAE
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Old School Outreach Still has a Role in Modern Politics

I'm going to read you several ways that groups and campaigns contacted voters during the 2008 election. For each one
| read, please tell me if you were contacted about voting in the 2008 election through this way.

Total - Yes RAE -Yes

A piece of mail or brochure 72 70
A phone call 67 62
A television ad 66 65
A radio ad 24 50
Your friends and family 50 54
Someone knocking on the door 33 31
An email 29 27
A social networking site on the Internet like Facebook or MySpace 20 28
A text message on your cell phone 12 13
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New Voters More Part of New Politics

I'm going to read you several ways that groups and campaigns contacted voters during the 2008 election. For each one
| read, please tell me if you were contacted about voting in the 2008 election through this way.

Total - Yes First-time

voters
A piece of mail or brochure 72 64
A phone call 67 56
A television ad 66 76
Aradio ad 54 61
Your friends and family 50 79
Someone knocking on the door 33 25
An email 29 30
A social networking site on the Internet like Facebook or MySpace 20
A text message on your cell phone 12 8
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